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Turtle project needs your help

By Greg Geller

For the past year, Madison Audubon Society has supported my volunteer efforts to increase nest success of freshwater turtles. Why turtles? MAS members understand that many wild creatures today are in serious trouble, including the ancient and generally well-liked turtles.

Turtles typically experience low levels of nest-stage survivorship, partly due to mammalian predation. Humans have induced habitat changes and eliminated large predators. As a result, increased numbers of medium-sized predators like raccoons and skunks have contributed to recent declines of many turtle populations. My research seeks to develop an easily implemented, efficient and low-cost method to increase turtle nest survival by reducing mammalian predation via non-lethal means. A successful approach would substantially reduce the time, labor and attentiveness demands inherent in current management techniques.

This year I tested various fencing schemes and ways to exclude predators. Using digital game cameras, including two donated by MAS, I monitored foodbaited plots around the clock. Camera-generated data will guide next year’s work on actual turtle nesting areas.  I am currently searching for reliable nesting sites that support good numbers of nesting turtles, preferably on private lands, where the research equipment will be safe from disturbance. Typical nesting areas are relatively free of vegetation and have abundant exposure to sunlight, often, although not always, near water. If you, or others you know, have areas like this on your property where you know of or suspect turtle nesting activity, I would greatly appreciate your contacting

me at (608) 544-2082 or gellers4@netscape.com. As an independent project, this work is unfunded by formal means and all contributions are welcome.
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To test turtle nest protection schemes, Greg Geller monitored food-baited plots

with non-lethal barriers to predators. This skunk managed to reach the food in

spite of the fence.

