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2008 - 2011 turtle nest protection via electric fencing project: Could this be the last year? 

In what may be the last year for this multi-year effort, the last map turtles have nested and their eggs are now incubating rapidly under hot mid-summer temperatures.  In late July the Lower Wisconsin River flooded yet again, but this time fairly briefly, allowing at least some of the nests to survive and narrowly averting the abandonment of the project for the year (as in 2010).  

The fences are performing well as of this point, having safeguarded all of the 23 nests they enclose, in contrast to the raccoon predation of seven of the nine nests constructed outside of them.  The still surviving nests are likely out of predation danger for the time being, having long ago lost the visual and olfactory cues to their locations.  Raccoon presence on the nesting areas has also significantly reduced since the end of the nesting period:  a phenomenon seen in each year of this study.

The final hurdles to nest success will come shortly; just before and during the period when the hatchling emerge from the underground nests and make their way to nearby waters.  If past years are a guide, the sites should soon experience a resurgence of predator interest, not just of raccoons but also of formerly scarce skunks and opossums.  These smaller predators are more difficult to exclude with fences in general, and it is unknown how effective the study fences will be in keeping them out.  The results of this final test will be forthcoming in the fall report.
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