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Goose Pond Sanctuary  
600 acres of prairie and wetland restorations on the rich historic Empire Prairie south of Arlington, WI
Led by Managers Sue and Mark Martin, who for 30 years have led the work to bring about one of the largest tall grass prairie restorations in the state and helped enhance the growth of all its  life  from the tiny underground insects and mammals to the Northern Harriers and Sandhill Cranes.   
Saturday, Aug. 7, at 9:30 a.m.
LEARN ABOUT: 

· grassland birds that are returning 

· protection and restoration of 87 plant species 

· dry-mesic

 and mesic soils and burned and unburned prairies  
· Other Sanctuary  prairie restorations – mature and yet to come

EXPERIENCE:  Hike mowed trails through blooming forbs and prairie grasses as high as your eyes, view the rich Empire Prairie. 
Tour will start at the Managers’ residence, W7503 Kampen Rd. Arlington.  In case of inclement weather the group will meet at the big barn at that address.   The residence is off Kampen Road about ½ miles west of Goose Pond Road, phone 635-4160. Goose Pond Sanctuary is owned and operated by Madison Audubon Society, with office at 222 S.   Hamilton St., Madison WI 53711.  Phone 255-BIRD.  www:madisonaudubon.org.
Trekkers on Aug. 7 will hear about highlights and insights on tallgrass prairie ecology from Mark and Sue-Foote Martin, Goose Pond Sanctuary Managers, who have led the prairie restoration effort on 400 acres at Madison Audubon Society’s Goose Pond Sanctuary’s near Arlington.   The free public two-hour trek/talk will begin at the Sanctuary managers’ residence at W7503 Kampen Rd., Arlington, at 9:30 a.m. 

              Of interest this year will be one of the Sanctuary’s newest restorations, the Browne Prairie on Kampen Road, which was planted in 2008.   New blooms, such as milk vetch and compass plants are appearing for the first time, as many deeply rooted prairie plants do not bloom in their first years of development.  Hiking trails that were first mowed last summer take the visitor through the dry-mesic as well as mesic prairies, which will eventually display some 87 native species.   

            The prairies’ importance in providing habitat for grassland birds and mammals including badgers will be discussed.  A pair of Northern Harriers, an uncommon ground nesting raptor, is nesting in the Browne Prairie this summer and this is only the second time they nested at Goose Pond in the past 80 years.  Other birds nesting in the Goose Pond prairies include Eastern Meadowlarks, Dickcissels, and Sedge Wrens that like to nest in large open grasslands.  Their breeding populations are beginning to recover at Goose Pond as prairie restoration acres have increased from about 20 acres 20 years ago to 400 acres.

            Visitors will also see how the prairie is doing with warm weather and above normal rainfall.  Many prairie plants are flowering earlier just as the corn is advanced this year.    

            Goose Pond Sanctuary is owned by Madison Audubon Society, 222 S. Hamilton St., Madison, WI phone 255-BIRD.  For more information see the Society’s website at madsonaudubon.org.   .    

